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Isma'il Khan Khaishgi, Sa'du'd-din Khan, Mir Ahsan Khan
Bakhshl, Kamyab Khan and Darab Khan \veie in the centre.
Ri'ayat Khan, brother of Muhammad Amin Khan, was left
at Burhanpur to organize the garrison, while Rustam Beg
Khan was serving as rear-guard to Nizamu'l-Mulk's army.
Fathullah Khan Khosti and Rao Rambha Nimbalkar, at
the head of five hundred men, were posted in such a manner
as to be able to harass the enemy by their skirmishes. When
Dilawar 'All Khan heard of Nizamu'l-Mulk's preparations,
he is reported to have given expression to certain phrases of
silly haughtiness, according to his wont when he was drunk,
as he usually was. He expected great things from his picked
army of mail-clad Rajputs, who had come with Raja Bhlm
Singh and Gaj Singh, the Afghan troops of Dost Muhammad
Khan who had joined him in Malwa and the contingents of
Farhat Khan and Nahir Khan. He also counted too much on
the valour of Babar Khan and Shamsher Khan, cousins of
the Sayyid brothers who were well-equipped with soldiers,
each of whom considered himself to be equal to ten men.1

Dilawar cAli Khan advanced with his whole army, num-
bering about eighteen thousand horse, in a bungling and
unskilful manner, without suspecting an ambuscade. While
he was leading his men to disaster, Muhammad Ghiyas
Khan skilfully simulated retreat. Elated and triumphant he
gave chase till he was drawn on to the broken ground in the
neighbourhood of the village of Husainpur, about thirty
miles north of Burhanpur in the Sarkar of Handia.2 Accord-
ing to Rustam CA1L the author of Tarikh-i-Hindl, the battle
was fought near Khandwa, about 32 miles north of Burhanpur
and about 60 miles south-west of Handia.3 Here he was
obliged to divide his compact ranks. When he came near the
concealed reserves of Nizamu'1-Mulk, he was met by a dis-
charge of musketry, cannon and rockets. This created panic
in his forces. Many fell dead on the field, while others fled
in terror to seek safety. Dost Muhammad Khan and his men
retreated in dismay. Dilawar cAli Khan was struck by a
musket-ball and was killed. Raja Bhim Singh and Gaj Singh
fought with great valour and were slain. This victory speaks

1 Khafi Khan, op. cit., p. 877.           a Tarikh-i-Muzqffari.

8 Irvine, vol. II, p. 29.